
WASTE WATCH SORTING GUIDE 
 

Note: All recyclable items in blue bags must be clean and dry 
 
Aerosol can (empty)…………  Bag #2  Egg cartons (paper)………….Bag#1 
Aluminum foil (soiled)………. Waste  Elastic bands ………………..Waste 
Baby bottle liners…………….  Bag #2  Envelopes (with windows …  Bag #1 
Bags – paper…………………. Compost  Erasers ………………………Waste 
Bags-plastic shopping bags….  Bag #2  Fish ………………………… Compost 
Baking product boxes ……….  Compost  Foil TV dinner trays ………  Waste 
Bones………………………..   Compost  Flyers ……………………  Bag # 1 
Books (cover removed)………  Bag #1  Freezer paper  ……………..  Compost 
( Book Cover is waste)    Fruits & peelings  …………   Compost 
Boots ………………………    Waste  Gift box  ……………………  Compost 
Bread bags ………………… Bag #2  Glass dishes ……………….  Waste  
Bubble packaging …………… Waste  Glass bottles (rinse)  ……….  Bag #2 
Calendars ………………….     Bag #1  Glass other than container glass is Waste 
Calculators …………………   Waste  Glossy paper  ……………….  Bag  
Candy bar wrappers  ………    Waste  Grass clippings ……………  Compost 
Cans–rinse & remove labels..    Bag #2  Hair-human/pet  ………….  Compost 
Carbon paper …………….. .    Compost  Hand soap  …………   Compost 
Cereal/cracker/cookie boxes .    Compost  Hard cover from books …..  Waste 
(liner removed). Liner ………   Waste     Household bills …………..   Bag #1 
Chaulk……………………        Waste  Ink pads/stampers ………..  Waste 
Chewing gum ……………. .    Waste  Juice cartons/plastic/ boxes  Bag #2 
Cigarette butts/ashes………      Waste  Kleenex box –liner removed  Compost 
Corrugated cardboard ……      Flatten,  Kleenex …………………  Compost 
bundle and tie(put out with blue bags)  Labels (cans) …………….  Compost 
Clothing ………………….      Waste   Leaves  …………………….  Compost 
Cling wrap ………………..      Waste  Letters  …………………….  Bag #1 
Coffee grounds & filters…..      Compost  Light Bulbs ……………….  Waste 
Computer diskettes  …. …..      Waste  Liquid paper bottle ……….  Waste 
Cookie sheets  …………….      Bag #2  Litter  (pet)………………. Compost 
Cookie Tins ………………      Bag #2  Margarine tubs  ………….. Bag #2 
Correction tape …………..     Waste  Markers  …………………. Waste 
Cotton swabs ………………   Waste  Masking Tape ……………. Compost 
Crayons ……………………   Compost  Meat ………………………. Compost 
Creamers  ………………….    Waste  Metal caps/lids………… Bag #2 
Detergent (liquid bottles)…….  Bag #2  Milk bags (clean) ……… Bag #2 
Detergent (laundry box)……     Compost  Milk cartons (clean) …….. Bag #2 
Dishes………………………    Waste  Mirror glass ……………… Waste 
Drinking glasses (Glass)……    Waste  Napkins ………………….. Compost 
Dry cleaning bags…………..    Bag#2  Newspaper-clean/dry ……. Bag #1 
Dryer sheets ……………….    Waste  Newspaper damp/.soiled …. Compost 
Dryer lint    ………………….  Waste  Office paper ……………… Bag #1 
Egg shells   …………………..Compost  packing tape  …………….. Waste 



WASTE WATCH SORTING GUIDE 
 
NOTE:  All recyclable items in blue bags must be clean & dry. 
 
Packing tape …………… Waste   Shoes ………………….. Waste 
Padded envelopes … …… Waste   Snack food bags ………. Waste 
Panty hose …………….. Waste   Soap-hank soap(bars) …. Compost 
Paper clips …………….. Waste   Soft drink plastic bottles... Bag #2 
Paper towels …………… Compost  Stockings (nylon) ……….. Waste 
Paper towel rolls ………. Compost  Styrofoan ……………….. Waste 
Paper cups ……………... Compost  Sugar packets ……………. Compost 
Paper (glossy) …………. Bag #1   Table scraps …………….. Compost 
Paper plates …………….. Compost  Tea bags …………………. Compost 
Paper bags-sugar/flour ….. Compost  Tetra packs ……………… Bag #2 
Peat plant pots …………… Compost  Tin foil …………………… Waste 
Pencil shavings ……………Compost  Tissue paper …………….. Compost 
Pencils …………………… Waste   Toilet paper rolls  ……….. Compost 
Pens ……………………… Waste   Toothpaste tubes ………… Waste 
Photographs …………….. Waste   Trays (paper carry-out trays) Bag #1 
Pizza boxes –clean ………. Recycle  T.V. dinner trays (foil) ….. Waste 
Pizza boxes –soiled ……… Compost  Vacuum bags & contents … Waste 
Plant trimmings …………. Compost  Vegetable & peelings …….. Compost 
Plastic containers -# 1 to 5. Bag #2   Waxed paper ……………… Compost 
Plastic containers #6 ……. Waste   Window glass ……………. Waste 
Plastic dishes …………… Waste   Wood shavings (not pressure treated) Compost 
Plastic forks/knives …….. Waste   Wooden stir sticks ………… Compost 
Plastic lids/straws ………. Waste 
Plastic shopping bags …… Bag #2     REMEMBER:   
Plastic stir sticks ………... Waste      
Plastic strapping ………… Waste    IF IT WAS ONCE A LIVING THING 
Plastic wrap-meat/food … Waste       IT’S COMPOST. 
Posters ………………… Bag #1    
Potato chip bags ………. Waste   EVERYTHING ELSE – IS EITHER 
Poultry  (all foods)…….. Compost      WASTE OR RECYCLE 
Purses ………………… Waste 
Pyrex dishes …………. Waste   When in doubt – check it out.  Call our 
Receipts ……………….. Bag #1   toll free information line at 
Sandwich bags –clean … Bag #1   1-888-280-8111 for further information or 
Sandwich bags-dirty …. Waste   visit our website at www.iwmc.pe.ca 
Sawdust ……………… Compost 
School paper ………… Bag #1 
Scribbler pages ……… Bag #1 
Serviettes ……………. Compost 
Shampoo bottles ……. Bag #2 
Shellfish including shells Compost 
Shells ……………….. Comp 


